ZAWA Scout Prize-Giving - 2010
In recognition of their outstanding, relentless work throughout last year, a prize-giving ceremony for the Lower Zambezi ZAWA scouts was held on 13th February near Chirundu.  Thanks to their dedication 2010 saw a record low of only 8 elephants poached in the National Park and 4 in the GMA. Regardless of a limited number of teams CLZ managed more patrols, covered a larger area and carried out more regular aerial surveys than ever before. 

14 exceptional ZAWA scouts were awarded prizes as follows:
· Best Team Leader: Moses Tembo

· Runner Up Best Team Leader: Mutondo Kayombo

· 6 Best Wildlife Police Officers: Gift Mukelebai, Mwakifwamba Kawawa, Evan Mazoka, Misheck Kapisa, Brian Mubita, Dasmata Chinamira

· Best Escort Scout: Amos Mafumba

· Most Helpful Revenue Collector: OBrain Hamoonga

· 2 Best Wildlife Police Officers from Chinyunyu and 2 from Luangwa – yet to be awarded. 

On behalf of CLZ and ZAWA a heartfelt thank you goes to the following people who kindly contributed towards the afternoon’s festivities. 

· Uri Van Zyl and Henry Van Blerk for organising a Fishing Competition to raise funds for the events refreshments and prizes.

· Riccardo Garbaccio (Kanyemba Lodge), Grant Cumings (Chiawa Camp), Ian Stevenson and Kerri Rademeyer for donating Zambikes as prizes for the Best Team leader and Best WPO’s.

· Henry and Doreen Van Blerk for kindly donating trophies.

What’s more…….50 well-deserved and gratefully received patrol kits, as well as formats, have been issued by CLZ, funded by the US Fisheries and Wildlife Service. CLZ and ZAWA are highly appreciative to USFW for these vital funds which will enable operations to be much more effective than otherwise would be the case.

Floods…

Last month’s dramatic rise in the Zambezi River water levels (resulting from the opening of sluice gates in the Kariba Dam wall), led to the flooding of some of the river islands.  As CLZ know from past experience this often results in animals becoming stranded on isolated islands without food. However this year CLZ have employed a pre-emptive tactic by encouraging animals to relocate before they become too weak. Easier said than done when you are talking about 26 large strong willed buffalo!  
On the first attempt CLZ staff and 5 ZAWA scouts formed a line on the island to push the herd forward. Due to visibility difficulties one group advanced forward slightly faster than the rest resulting in a stampede which was narrowly avoided. As was a spitting cobra who had decamped into the CLZ boat which was used to follow the buffalo to keep them heading towards the water. Just when the animals reached the finish line of their 200m swim we noticed one of the animals struggling due to a crocodile being attached to it’s back leg.  Luckily the crocodile released its hold and the buffalo climbed safely onto main land.

Our next attempt was in conjunction with Mana Pools National Park, Zimbabwe.  Due to the size of the herd and the difficulty of their location 2 boats and 2 canoes were used to herd the animals into the water. The herd divided and therefore efforts had to be made to push the animals both together and across.  One female, probably pregnant, seemed particularly stressed and so it was decided that to help her a rope would be tied around her horns pulling her close to the boat and towing her across to the Zimbabwean shore.  She seemed to welcome the idea and happily accepted the lift.  After that a stubborn bull decided to attack our boat even while trying to swim for its life.  We took it as a sign of appreciation – but perhaps it was jealousy!
